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memories of earlier experiences. Next came incubation, best de-
fined in this case as a recurring idea. Illumination or inspiration
meant actually writing lines of the poem. Revision followed, a
concluding stage corresponding roughly with the inventor's final
checking or verifying.
Summarizing, we see that imagery is intensely variable. Some
people have rich imagery, while others are almost totally lack-
ing. Some children have near-photographic "eidetic" imagery.
Dreams are characterized by vivid images, though their precise
meaning is often difficult to interpret. Daydreaming is a wish-
fulfilling rather than creative type of imagination. The crux of
real creative thinking is inspiration or illumination which follows,
somewhat unpredictably, a period of concentrated work on a
problem.